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equal rights and interests?" I went on to say how sorry I
should be if the Government had decided on the first
course* Unfortunately, I felt certain that this was the
attitude at least of the Nazis. In a protest against my
political leadership which the Danzig Senate had made to
Hitler, the main contention of my colleagues was that I
believed a real settlement with Poland to be possible and
was acting accordingly.

I concluded by stating that I saw no good in regarding
the Poles as vermin or sub-humans, as Forster, the Danzig
Gauleiter, did, and continually threatening to deal with
them accordingly when the time was ripe. From the military
standpoint it might be an easy operation to overrun and
occupy Poland when the German rearmament was com-
pleted, but I doubted very much whether such spectacular
successes would bring a permanent solution. I had to
admit that this was not the only problem in which I had
the impression that the German Government was out simply
to secure quick and conspicuous successes.

General von Fritsch was silent for a while* "I believe/9
he then said, "that the Government's policy at the moment
is only to gain time and that it is not attempting to solve
any problems. I think that's right. At the moment they
have no means of getting to work on the actual solution of
current problems."

I replied that I considered this to be only half the truth.
Even if no broad general solutions were possible at present,
our situation still gave us good opportunities of preparing
for decisive solutions.

"Why do you attach such importance to Poland?5* asked
the General.

I answered to the effect that Poland was not merely a
military power that was not to be despised, but as a State
was very little less than a Great Power* People were too
ready to belittle Poland and ignore the fact that behind
party quarrels and other manifest weaknesses there remained
an ancient historic nation with whole classes of great
intelligence and capacity. Poland was in such a difficult
situation that we might succeed in winning 'over Ftbcs&
intelligent and capable people irom their sterile resentm&it
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